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Signer’s Name
Age at Signing

Education

Painting Key

Walked out and didn’t sign
New Hampshire - Jun. 21, 1788
New York - Jul. 26, 1788
Massachusetts - Feb. 7, 1788
(inlcuding Maine)
Connecticut - Jan. 9, 1788
Rhode Island - May 29, 1790
Pennsylvania - Dec. 12, 1787
New Jersey - Dec. 18, 1787
Delaware - Dec. 7, 1787
Maryland - Apr. 28, 1788
Virginia - Jun. 26, 1788
North Carolina - Nov. 21, 1789
South Carolina - May 23, 1788
Georgia - Jan. 2, 1788

Lawyer Planter/
Farmer

PrinterMerchant/
Businessman

Doctor Politician Educator

Presbyterian
Episcopalian

Congregationalist
Methodist

Occupations of the Founders Religions of the Founders

Ratification by State How Many Signed and How Many Didn't?

40

20 7 2

Roman
Catholic

2 2
Anglican

CalvinistLutheran Christian
Reformed

Dutch 
Reformed

Deist Unknown

Quaker

3

16

1 1 1 1 1 1

12

Oliver Ellsworth (CT)
James McClurg (VA)
George Wythe (VA)
Alexander Martin (NC)
William R Davie (NC)
Robert Yates (NY)
John Lansing Jr. (NY)
William Houstoun (GA)
William Pierce (GA)
Caleb Strong (MA)
John F Mercer (MD)
Luther Martin (MD)
William Houston (NJ)

Abstained from signing

Elbridge Gerry (MA)
George Mason (VA)
Edmund J Randolph (VA)

Scene at the Signing of the Constitution. by Howard Chandler Christy in 1940

Behind the Numbers

The founders were clearly an elite group of men. They attended the top schools and most were 

political views? Are your views shaped by your own circumstances? Can a government created 
by “an assembly of demigods” work for the rest of us mortals? 

Benjamin 
Franklin
Age: 81

minimal formal

James
Madison Jr.

Age: 36
Princeton

Alexander 
Hamilton
Age: 30

King’s College
(Columbia)

Jonathan 
Dayton
Age: 27

Princeton

Chas
Pinckney
Age: 30
primary

Chas. 
Pinckney

Cotesworth
Age: 31

preparatory

Pierce 
Butler

Age: 43
unknown

Daniel 
Carroll
Age: 57

St. Omer

Nathanial
Gorham
Age: 49

Daniel of 
St. Thomas 

Jenifer
Age: 64

unknown 

Robert
Morris

Age: 43
minimal

James
Wilson
Age: 47
Glasgow

University

George
Read

Age: 54
read
lawRichard

Bassett
Age: 42

read
law

Richard 
Dobbs Spaight

Age: 29
Glasgow University

Jacob 
Broom
Age: 35
home 
schoolJohn 

Dickinson
Age: 29
read law

William
Blount
Age: 38
primary
school

Hugh
Williamson

Age: 52
UPenn

King’s College
(Columbia)

Age: 35

Gouverneur
Morris

William
Livingston
      Age: 64

     Yale

James
McHenry
Age: 34
Newark

academyNicholas
Gilman
Age: 32

grammar

Thomas

Age: 43
UPenn

John
Langdon
Age: 46

grammar
John
Blair

Age: 55
Middle
Temple

William 
Jackson
Convention
Secretary

William 
Johnson
Age: 60

Yale/Harvard

Roger
Sherman
Age: 64
common
school

Thomas
FitzSimmons

Age: 46
informal

Jared
Ingersoll
Age: 38

Yale

Rufus
King

Age: 32
Harvard

William 
Paterson
Age: 42

Princeton

George 
Washington

Age: 55
Basic

Gunning 
Bedrord Jr.

Age: 40
Princeton

David 
Brearly
Age: 42

Princeton
(did not 

graduate)

Abraham 
Baldwin
Age: 33

Yale
William

Few
Age: 39
minimal

John
Rutledge
Age: 59
Middle
Temple

minimal
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